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Etymology:

1: History of words

2:The study of the sources and development of words

There is much about the name and nature of God that can only be understood fully from a Hebrew perspective, and can only be fully understood by means of and Eastern mindset.
Book:  “His Name Is One” or “Sh’mo Echad – An ancient Hebrew Perspective of the Names of God” by Jeff A. Benner. His website is full of excellent resources, and can be found at: http://www.ancient-hebrew.org.

The author points out, in one very simple example right at the beginning of the book, how a western mindset differs from an eastern mindset. He says that we, here in western culture, think of a pencil in descriptive terms, such as, “it is yellow and about eight inches long,” but that someone in eastern culture, a pencil would be described thusly: “I write and erase with it.” We would tend to think in terms of adjectives, denoting appearance, or other such characteristics, where the eastern mind would think in terms of verbs – denoting actions. The eastern mind perceives things about the nature of something, where we tend more to perceive things about an object’s appearance. 

Maybe that’s why we are more interested in appearance and material things than people in eastern culture, and why secular society’s perception of the east is that they are “more spiritual” than our western society.

It is obvious that we have a very different perspective on things than that of ancient Jewish believers, and God started revealing to me the need to step back and see things through different eyes, hearts, and minds. 

We can begin to understand more about the nature of God, as we come to know more about His name.

 Most of us here already know that God IS The Messiah IS the Holy Spirit – That God is ONE. The Hebrew word for one is “Echad.” Let’s have a look:

  Echad
     YHVH           Eloheinu          YHVH
     Israel                Sh’ma

שמע ישראל יהוה אלהינו יהוה אחד

(Remember, Hebrew is read from Right to Left.)

Here’s how you say it: “Sh'ma Israel, YHVH Eloheinu, YHVH echad.”

KJV – “Hear O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.” (Deuteronomy 6:4)
"Hear O Israel, YHVH is God, YHVH is ONE." (Devarim, 6:4)
It is somewhat of an oversimplified explanation, but, over time, the people who transcribed, translated, and preserved the Bible decided that it would be a good idea to take God’s name out of the Bible, and replace it with words like “LORD” to try to prevent God’s name from ever being blasphemed, especially by conquering armies – Therefore, in most cases, if you see the word “LORD” in all upper-case letters in the Bible, you can, in most cases, be certain that it was translated from the consonants of God’s name, which in English are transliterated Y – H – V – H.  יהוה (Yod Heh, Vav, Heh). The vowels were usually not written, for the same reason – to prevent verbal blasphemy of the name of God. To this day, most observant Jews STILL refer to God as “Ha Shem” which means “The Name.” 

God’s name was not, however, intended to be a secret.

In the 39th chapter of Ezekiel (From the Hebrew name יְחֶזקֵאל (Yechezqel) meaning "God strengthens"...) it says: 

Ezekiel 39:7 “So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen shall know that I am YHVH (the LORD), the Holy One in Israel.”  (Heathen is synonymous with nations, peoples, gentiles. It refers to those who do not belong to the house of Israel, whether by birth or by being grafted in by the husbandman, Yeshua ha Mashiach – Jesus the Messiah.)
Ezekiel 39:28 – 29 “Then shall they know that I am the LORD their God, which caused them to be led into captivity among the heathen: but I have gathered them unto their own land, and have left none of them any more there. 

 29 Neither will I hide my face any more from them: for I have poured out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.”

The Hebrew Tanach says, “I will never again hide my face from them, for I will pour out my spirit upon the House of Israel – declares Adonai YHVH.” 

God is doing amazing things with this right now. I have met Jewish people who are receiving the teaching of Salvation in Yeshua Ha Mashiach!

The Name Yeshua

Matthew 1 (The original Hebrew name for Matthew is מַתִּתְיָהוּ (Mattityahu) which meant "gift of YHVH”) 
21 “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Yeshua – (JESUS in the KJV): for he shall save his people from their sins.” 
 22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet(Isaiah), saying, 

 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, “God with us.”

Does anyone know where we find this prophecy that is spoken of in Matt. 1:22 and 23? In the second half of Isaiah 7:14 it says, “….Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

Another good “God With Us” scripture: Revelation 21:3  says, "And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God." (KJV)

By the way: ISAIAH is really the Hebrew name יְשַׁעְיָהוּ (Yesha'yahu) meaning YHVH is salvation! The concept of God saving His people weaves its way throughout the entire Bible.

In Isaiah (Yesha'yahu) 43:11 God’s word says “I, even I, am the LORD (YHVH); and beside me there is no saviour.”

Luke 1:

26 And in the sixth month the angel Gavri’el was sent from God unto a city of Galil (Galilee), named Natzeret (Nazareth), 

 27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Yosef (Joseph), of the house of David; and the virgin's name was MIRYAM. (Mary) 

 28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord * is with thee: blessed art thou among women. 

 29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. (She didn’t know how to address him.)
 30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Miryam (Mary): for thou hast found favour with God. 

 31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 

Tying it together

Was the actual name of the messiah given to us in the Old Testament, or Tanach? Not in English, it wasn’t. BUT – in Hebrew, YES!!! MANY times over! In fact, at least 78 times, according to Strong’s concordance.

Here are some scriptures:

Genesis 49:18 – “I have waited for thy YESHUA (salvation), O YHVH (LORD).”

In Psalms 9:14 – "I will rejoice in thy YESHUA.” (salvation)

Isaiah 12:2, 3 – “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for YAH YHVH (the LORD Jehovah) is my strength and my song; he also is become my YESHUA (salvation).  

 Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of YESHUA (salvation).”

Isaiah 62:11 Behold, YHVH (the LORD) hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy YESHUA (salvation) cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

So, what’s in a name? Salvation, if it’s the right name…

Acts 4: 

8 Then Kefa (Peter), filled with the Ruach Ha Kodesh (Holy Ghost), said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel,  (Do you think he might be speaking to them in Hebrew? ( )
 9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man (Greek version: Sick man), by what means he is made whole; 

 10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of YESHUA HA MASCHIACH of Natzeret (Jesus Christ of Nazareth), whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 

 11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. 

 12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
Is the name of Yeshua important? You bet it is. He is our Salvation…

After all, He is our Yeshua!

“יש -  Yesh”

Incidentally, I found out just last night, that there is a very seldom-used word in Hebrew, that is loaded with implications – that word isיש and it is the word “Yesh” – the first two letters, the first half of “Yeshua.”  

This word means – “To Be” or “I AM” or “to exist” or “to have” or “he/she/it is” or simply “IS.” 

It seems to me, we’ve heard that before:

13 "Moshe said to God, "When I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is His name?' what shall I say to them?" 

14 "And God said to Moshe, "Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh." He continued, "Thus shall you say to the Israelites, 'Ehyeh sent me to you.'"" 

15 "And God said further to Moshe, "Thus shall you speak to the Israelites: YHVH, the God of your fathers, the God of Avraham, the God of Yitzak, and the God of Yakkov, has sent me to you: This shall be my name forever, This shall be my appellation for all eternity."" 

The KJV renders this group of scripture, in Exodus 3:13 - 15, thusly: 
13 “And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? 

14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 

15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, the LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations." 

http://www.behindthename.com/nmc/bibl2.php great site for etymological exploration of Biblical names.

